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* * *  
     

SNIPPETS OF THE 
LATEST FEEDBACK  
 

Thanks for the  

quality, wholesome 

material you make 

available.  I just 

watched a discus-

sion on Hebrews 

Ch1 by Ty and      

another young    

pastor.  I was 

blessed by their   

understanding,    

enthusiasm and   

bible knowledge.     

I am not an SDA  

but I receive much 

encouragement and 

wise council from 

your ministry and 

find myself watch-

ing it more now 

than Shine TV.  God 

bless you and keep 

up the good work. 

“JS” 

 * * * * * * * * * *  

Thank you for the 

amazing things on 

your channel.  I 

have learned so 

much.  It’s truly 

blessed my life.  

“JM” 

 * * * * * * * * * *  
I am very impressed 

with Firstlight.  It 

appeals to the head 

as well as the heart.  

No other denomina-

tions are giving 

“contextualised”  

information at this 

time.  I appreciate 

how your presenters 

relate the world as 

it is with the Bible.  

“CB” 

Dear Firstlight Friend and Supporter 
   

The end of the financial year, when we post out the Tax Receipts is always a terri-

fic opportunity to give our faithful supporters feedback and share how things are 

going at Firstlight.   

We also want to let you know how much we appreciate your prayers and financial 

support especially in these unsettled times.  Please consider Firstlight your personal 

ministry for reaching our dear brothers and sisters in Christ in New Zealand.  We are 
often asked.... 

How many people are watching Firstlight? 

This is a really difficult question to answer without undertaking vastly expensive market re-

search.  Without these research results we can only go by the statistics given by Freeview.  

They estimate that there are now well over 1 Million DTT (Digital Terrestrial Television) re-

ceivers installed and that the DTT signal is available to over 3 Million viewers excluding 

the additional areas covered by the JDA service.  Freeview via UHF aerial is available to ap-

proximately 86% of New Zealand homes.   

There are currently about twenty TV Channels that broadcast nationally on the Freeview UHF 

platform and Firstlight is the ONLY National Christian channel on this platform! 

In comparison, although the Freeview Satellite signal is available to nearly all of New Zea-

land, Freeview estimates that only two hundred thousand Freeview satellite receivers have 

been installed around the country to date.  The vast majority of New Zealanders have gone 

for the Freeview UHF aerial option and this is especially true in all the major cities of NZ - 

where the population is the most concentrated.  Great news is that Hope Channel NZ will 

soon be broadcasting on the Freeview Satellite platform, airing our end time advent message 

to those in the less populated rural areas. These unfortunate folk have already suffered 

nearly three years without Firstlight TV due to the much higher funding and guarantor re-

quirements of going onto both Freeview platforms right from the start. 

How do we KNOW people are watching Firstlight? 
We can't tell you exactly how many people are watching Firstlight at any given moment - but 

we CAN definitely tell you that people ARE watching.  On the rare occasions when we've had 

a technical glitch to contend with (when there was either no picture at all, or a time when 

there was a picture, but no sound) almost immediately the Firstlight phone goes and rings off 

the hook with heaps of caring people ringing to let us know there is a problem!   

Once during this past year we had to replace the series "Mary, the Mother of Jesus" with an-

other Stephen Bohr series because the 'Mary' program files had been incorrectly encoded.  

We didn't know until we did that how many people had been following the series!  Suddenly 

dozens of emails arrived in our inbox from those who had been eagerly awaiting the next 

episode in the series!  Please accept our apologies if you were one of those who was disap-

pointed when this program didn’t appear.  Obviously, we didn’t do this on purpose!  We’d 

never do that!  But it DID conclusively tell us that there are many people out there watching 

Firstlight and eagerly awaiting the next episode in a series! 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 * * * * * * * * *  

More evidence that people are watching Firstlight.... 
Comes in from numerous reports about people that are walking into our churches.  Going by 

the phone calls and emails received daily, the reports that come in after every Sabbath of peo-

ple walking into this or that church, the numbers of people requesting Bible Studies, the Final 

Events DVD, and other offers we make, plus the reports about people who have gone all the 

way through to Baptism...The evidence is abundant!  We KNOW beyond a shadow of doubt 

that God is using Firstlight in a mighty way to reach out and touch the hearts of lost souls all 

across New Zealand with His saving grace and transforming love.   

Recently on 3ABN’s “Today Live” program, Miss Brenda of “Kid’s Time”  (Brenda Walsh) told 

Danny Shelton and Jim Gilley of 3ABN, that she watched Firstlight when she visited New Zea-

land recently.  She said that every church she talked to said there were souls being saved—

coming in from Firstlight!”  Praise the Lord—Firstlight is becoming known even in the USA!  

Oh what a blessing it is to be called to help God in this important last day work!  Of course He 

can do the work without us—in truth, He could most likely do things a lot more efficiently 

without us!  LOL!  God is patient!  Oh how He yearns to give us His blessings because we 

choose to partner with Him and support this closing work. 

Changed lives...... 
At this same time last year I wrote about a fellow called "R" who was starting to think about 

baptism.  I am thrilled to tell you that "R" (Rob) and two other gentlemen; Hugh and Karl, all 

came into the faith via watching Firstlight.  Rob sent me a lovely video of the Baptism of all 

three of them held on the 6th September 2014 in Lower Hutt!  Superb! 

Recently, on the 21st February, my husband Roy, and I attended the Baptism of Leanne into 

the Feilding Church.  Leanne testified that she had come from a background of sexual abuse.  

From this unhappy start, she moved into drug addiction, alcoholism, and a string of abusive 

relationships.  Two immensely sad things she said really stuck in my mind—that she was pre-

viously a "full blown Satanist" and that in those days "suicide was a daily hope."   Two 

years ago when Leanne reached a deep pit of despair, she was finally ready to be rescued 

from her desolate lifestyle.  The Lord led her to a Pentecostal church first where she learnt 

what it meant to belong to a family.  However, before long she found that she still had ques-

tions which they were unable to answer. 
 

About this time, Leanne 'discovered' Firstlight and was sometimes glued to Firstlight for hours 

at a time discovering answers to all her questions.  The different presenters on Firstlight 

helped her find biblical answers and impressed upon her that God's love for each one of us is 

"unimaginable."  Once she discovered the Sabbath truth, she wanted to fellowship with like-

minded people...thus the Holy Spirit led her to the Feilding SDA church! 

Taku was baptised on the same day and Murray Strawbridge gave his testimony. He said Taku 

had told him how he had previously suffered bouts of depression, how he had got into drugs 

and alcohol at an early age, resulting in his dropping out of school and then losing his job.  At 

about 18 years old, Taku decided that he didn't want to continue living like that anymore.  His 

Mum told him he needed to talk to a Minister.  The Minister told Taku that he needed Jesus 

and handed him a Bible!! ☺  Soon after this Taku ‘just happened to’ click onto Firstlight with 

the remote.  He has been watching Firstlight ever since!  He is a great young man and God 

surely has big plans for him! 
 

What a joy it is to witness how lives are being transformed and to know that Firstlight has 

played a crucial role in these transformations.  Praise the Lord for these glimpses that assure 

us He is hard at work saving souls for eternity!  We will never know the full harvest of 

Firstlight except perhaps one day in Heaven.  Truly we serve an awesome God!  
 

On behalf of all of us here at Firstlight, thank you for your prayers, sacrifices and support over 

the last financial year.  Please continue to support this vital work.   

May God bless you abundantly today and always,  

Nikki Yeo — Firstlight Secretary    
 

PS: Would you please assist our book-keeping process by using your ‘Donor ID” - 
that is your FBN # as the Reference as well as your Surname when making dona-
tions.  Thanks heaps!  ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ You will find your Donor ID # on your Receipt—the 
fourth line down on the right hand side underneath the logo.  

www.firstlight.org.nz                                      Kiwibank Account No: 38-9012-0576921-01 

Leanne (left) was baptised by 

Murray Strawbridge 

21st February, 2015. 

Taku with Leanne. 

Happy smiles after their Baptism! 

Ps. Roger Lang about to baptise 

Robert—Lower Hutt, 6 Sept. 2014. 

 

God yearns God yearns God yearns God yearns     
for us to for us to for us to for us to     

partner with partner with partner with partner with     
Him in this Him in this Him in this Him in this     

closing work!closing work!closing work!closing work!    
    

He wants to He wants to He wants to He wants to     
shower us withshower us withshower us withshower us with    

blessings !blessings !blessings !blessings ! 

 

If the Holy Spirit   
impresses you to gift 
your tax refund back 
into the furtherance  
of the special work 
Firstlight is doing, 

please let me know. 
Free to call number 
  0508 FIRSTLIGHT 
(0508—34 77 85) 


